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bibliography that is either annotated or referenced directly by the text would be
preferable.
I do not recommend this book as a guide to the treatment ofcardiac emergencies.
SAUL LANDE
Department ofEmergency Medicine
St. Joseph Medical Center
Stamford, Connecticut
INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY: FUTURE DIRECTIONS. Edited by John H.K. Vogel and
Spencer B. King III. St. Louis, MO, The C.V. Mosby Company, 1989. 527 pp. No
price.
In 1978, after first being refined in patients with peripheral vascular disease, the
technique of angioplasty was applied to coronary vessels. Since that time, the field of
interventional cardiology has virtually exploded. Angioplasty now enjoys widespread
acceptance, obviating the need for saphenous vein coronary bypass grafting in many
patients.
Catheter-based interventional techniques now are also being applied to the treat-
ment of valvular disease. While these procedures have eliminated the need for major
surgical procedures in some patients, they are not devoid ofmorbidity and mortality. It
is only now, after their use has become more widespread, that the complications that
may arise are being understood. Interventional Cardiology: Future Directions focuses
on the latest research and development in the field: laser angioplasty, balloon valvulo-
plasty, balloon angioplasty, and other mechanical devices for improving blood flow and
valvular and mechanical function.
The volume is divided into 40 chapters, and it has over 100 contributors. While this
large number of contributors adds to the depth of the text, it also, unfortunately,
detracts from thecohesiveness and readability ofthework. The individual chapters fail
to follow a consistent format. Both animal and human data are presented. Further-
more, the lackoforganization results in repetition. Each chapter is followed by a listof
references, which often duplicate references in the previous chapter. The format ofthe
chapters falls somewhere between a scientific paper and a textbook-style review article.
The book is loosely organized into sections such as angioscopy and laser techniques,
but there are no actual subheadings or section divisions. Most notably, basic introduc-
tory material is not included for the individual sections. Historical aspects are
interspersed throughout and are at times repetitive. Topics range from basic subjects
such as platelet aggregation to technical aspects of different catheter models. The
photographs and figures included are similarlyvaried. Thus, the major weakness ofthe
book is its lackofcohesiveness.
Despite these shortcomings, Interventional Cardiology: Future Directions does
represent a unique compilation ofstate-of-the-art experimental techniques in interven-
tional cardiology, and the authors have done a commendable job ofbringing together
work from an impressive scope of contributors. They do not specify the readership to
whom the work is addressed, but I suspect it is intended for an academic audience in
the field. The volume would also be of interest to medical students or physicians
interested in gaining an understanding ofsome ofthe newest interventional techniques
from a single source. Give the rapidity ofadvances in the field, however, it is likely thatBOOK REVIEWS 255
this text will becomeoutdated rather quickly. Greater emphasison basic principles and
organization would make this work a much morevaluable and lasting reference.
MITTIE E. KELLEHER
MedicalStudent
Yale UniversitySchoolofMedicine
BIOTECHNOLOGY AND THE HUMAN GENOME. INNOVATIONS AND IMPACT. By Avril D.
Woodhead and Benjamin J. Barnhart. New York, Plenum Press, 1988. 175 pp. No
price.
This publication presents the proceedings of the Science Writers Workshop, spon-
sored by the Department of Energy (DOE) as part of the Human Genome Initiative.
The participants included scientists from industry, academia, and several national
research laboratories in theUnited States aswell as scientists fromaroundtheworld. It
consists ofshort individual papers summarizing a particular topic. These papers are all
written for the scientifically literate person, not for the expert in molecular genetics.
The organization proceeds from historical overview to specific papers summarizing the
progress in mapping and sequencing the human genome. Both scientific and social
issues are addressed. The paper by Wada, from Tokyo, reviews the efforts at large-
scale technology which must be developed if the Human Genome Project is to be
successful. Of particular interest to the general reader is the roundtable discussion,
which included representation from the DOE, academicscience, clinical medicine, and
biomedical ethics. Itaddresses thebroad scientific, social, and medical issues surround-
ing the Human Genome Project, ranging from improved understanding ofevolution to
implications ofgenetic screening in the workplace.
The bookis highly readable. How could a symposium for science writers be less? The
illustrations are clear, and the examples make some complex material readily under-
standable. In less than 200 pages, the reader can gain a very complete overview ofthe
Human Genome Project as it was regarded up to 1987. Therein lies the only major
disadvantage to the book. Three years is a long time in molecular genetics. Many
advances have been made since then. This volume could, however, provide the needed
background to introduce those who have not been in the genetics arena to the
excitement and advantages as well as the pitfalls of the Human Genome Project. The
tools of modern molecular genetics will be very powerful; this book will help the
non-geneticist togain an understanding ofthem.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics andPediatrics
Yale UniversitySchoolofMedicine
RACIAL HYGIENE. MEDICINE UNDER THE NAZIS. By Robert N. Proctor. Seattle, WA,
University ofWashington Press, 1989. 414 pp. $20.00. Paperbound.
With the development ofthe science ofRacial Hygiene in the 1930s and 1940s, the
Nazis placed a greater emphasis on the health ofthe People rather than ofthe person.
In thecontext oftheir totalitarian and fascist leadership, this attitudeled quickly tothe
creation ofa society like that in Butler's Erewhon, in which an individual's illness was
both a personal flaw and a crime against humanity. Because ofthe biomedical roots of
their ideas, the Nazis looked hopefully and confidently to Germany's doctors and